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November 9, 2009 was a festive occasion for the American 
Security Council Foundation and its’ many guests. That night 
the ASCF had the pleasure of honoring three great Americans 
with its Lifetime Achievement Awards. The three honorees this 
year were Ambassador John R. Bolton for Diplomacy, General 
Frederick J. Kroesen for National Defense and Mr. T. Boone 
Pickens for Economic Security. 
 
The evening began with the pledge of allegiance followed by a 
moment of silence for the fallen heroes of the Ft. Hood terror-
ist attack. This was followed by an outstanding rendition of the 
National Anthem by Mr. Mike Donegan.  ASCF President and 
CEO Dr. Henry A. Fischer gave his opening remarks thanking 
the 250 guests for attending and the honorees for helping 
make this ASCF event a historic one. 
 
The speeches of the honorees were received well as Mr. Bolton 
spoke concerning the United States and her standing in the 
International community. Gen. Kroesen has over seventy (70) 
years of combined service in the United States Army both ac-
tive and as a member of the AUSA Institute of Land Warfare. 
The General spoke on the great need to develop a better offi-
cer retention program, recruitment program and the time 
needed between deployments for a soldier to spend with his or 
her family. Mr. T. Boone Pickens discussed the need for United 
States to establish Energy Independence through alternative 
fuel resources such as natural gas. 
 
The evening ended with a presentation of historical photo’s 
adapted to Lee Greenwoods “Proud to be an American” playing 
in the background. This was an awe inspiring moment with 
tears in many eyes. 
 
The ASCF is looking forward to their 2010 Leadership Awards 
ceremony currently scheduled during the fall of 2010 in Wash-
ington, DC. 
 
Top photo: Left to right ASCF Chairman Brig. Gen. Donald B. Smith presents award to 
Amb. John R. Bolton 
 
Center photo: Left to right Gen. Frederick J. Kroesen accepts award from ASCF Chair-
man Brig. Gen. Donald B. Smith 
 
Bottom photo: Mr. T. Boone Pickens accepts award from ASCF Vice Chairman Mr. 
George Pataki  



I am most assuredly grateful to be among the honorees being recognized this evening by the American 
Security Council Foundation. 

I am a believer who was first attracted to the organization by its determination to promote ‘‘Peace 
through Strength’’ back in the days of the Cold War.  

I was impressed when the Reagan and first Bush administration incorporated the phrase when ex-
pressing the National Security Strategy of that Era.  After my retirement from the Army I accepted an 
invitation to become a member of the Foundation’s Board of Directors, believing that Peace through 
Strength is still a worthy necessary and noble goal. 

To that end I am in full accord with the Council’s aims today, especially Project Independence which, 
obviously I think addresses a national security issue. 

My particular attention has always been on the capabilities and readiness of our Armed Forces, par-
ticularly the United States Army. (Just incidentally, I was reading recently in National Review a com-
mentary on the latest award of the Nobel Peace Prize in which the magazine offered that ‘‘the prize 
should go every year to the U.S. Military, the number one guarantors of World peace.’’) 

I have for many years, since the end of the Cold War which we won almost two decades ago, believed 
that our Army is too small for the mission load that it carries.  After 40 years of fielding the military 
strength sufficiently credible for deterring and preventing the expansionist aims of the world’s Com-
munist leaders and providing for Europe’s longest ever period of peace, we suddenly reduced the 
Army to about half the size of the initial Cold War forces and that of the Army that fought the Persian 
Gulf War.  The reduction provided the long awaited ‘‘peace dividend’’ that we enjoyed through the 
1990s and signaled that worries about war were over.  Didn’t someone write that we had come to the 
end of history? 

But today, with two wars going on, the Army is relatively the same size it was before 9/11.  It has been 
authorized more soldiers, but they are filling spaces vacated by wounded warriors, personnel infected 
with the HIV virus, pregnant women and others who remain in the Army but cannot be deployed over-
seas, particularly to the combat zones.  The structure of the Army has not been increased. 

Today there are about 300 thousand soldiers serving in some 80 countries around the world.  We still 
have thousands troops in Kosovo, we have a small brigade in the Sinai Desert that has been there be-
tween the Egyptians and Israelis since the 1973 Arab-Israeli War.  We have the equivalent of an avia-
tion brigade in Colombia engaged in the drug war and a large Special Forces contingent supporting the 
Philippines Army suppressing Muslim terrorists on Mindanao.  We have a small medical force in Mon-
golia and various small detachments and training teams in many African countries.  These enduring 
commitments which total 80 to 90 thousand on any given day are good will ambassadors among our 
allies, but they are a drain on our manpower well. 

The consequence of these commitments are too many soldiers being re-deployed to combat for the 
third, fourth or fifth time and very few enjoying what is called ‘‘dwell time’’, i.e. a year at home before 
they have to return on another ‘‘hardship tour’’, one in which they are not accompanied by their fami-
lies.  Too many reservists are being called for multiple tours of duty to augment active Army units. 
These Reservists suffer disruptions in their lives, losing jobs or opportunities for promotions or new 
assignments in their civilian pursuits. 

We have a magnificent Army out there, one without peer in the world, but it is overcommitted, over-
worked and wearing out, not because of the threats it faces, but because it is too small.  I do not know 
what size it ought to be, but I do know that a couple hundred thousand more soldiers, a few dozen 
more brigades and a refurbished support and training establishment (the institutional Army) would 
provide a much more comfortable organization for satisfying the missions we continue to have. 

I would like the American people to understand that need, the cost of which would be chump change 
out of the stimulus packages.   

I am counting on the American Security Council Foundation to help spread that word. 

Again, my sincere thank you for the honor bestowed and for this opportunity to express these 
thoughts. 

Gen. Frederick J. Kroesen 

USA (Ret.) 

General Kroesen’s Lifetime Achievement Award Speech 
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The Pickens Plan is T. Boone 
Pickens energy independence 
plan.   
 
The Plan is based on Mr. Pick-
ens realization that America is 
to dependent on foreign oil.   
 
In 1970, the United States im-
ported 24% of its oil.  
Today that number has jumped 
to a staggering 65% and grow-
ing.   
 
Pickens believes that cheap and 
easy (meaning easy to harvest) 
oil is gone, and that no new 
major fields will be discovered.  
Currently the world’s oil is be-
ing produced from large discov-
ered “Easy” oil fields. 
 
Many of the nation’s we buy oil 
from are not friendly with the 
United States and her allies.  
Some are even known sponsors 
or terrorism. We are literally 
arming our enemies. 
 
Mr. Pickens believes the best 
way to combat this is to tap our 

own resources, mainly wind 
and Natural Gas.  
The United States wind capac-
ity is untapped and grand. We 
have natural wind corridors 
from Texas to the Canadian 
border.   
Properly harvested this would 
produce 20 percent of our na-
tion’s energy as well as create 
over 130,000 new jobs. 
 
Mr. Pickens also believes that 
Natural Gas should begin to be 
used as a transportation fuel as 
well as other sources.   
 
Currently Mr. Pickens Clean 
Energy Fuels is a leader in 
Natural Gas fueling stations. In 
1997 they sold the equivalent 
of 2 million gallons of gas and 
this number grows yearly.  
 
Also the company started with 
33 natural gas fueling stations 
and that number has doubled 
and continues to grow. 
 
One key goal of the Pickens 
Plan is to convert the U.S. 

trucking fleet from diesel to 
natural gas.  About 20 percent 
of every barrel of oil the U.S. 
imports is used for fuel by 18 
wheel trucks running on diesel. 
Converting the fleet to natural 
gas would create jobs, reduce 
spending on foreign oil, and 
help the environment. 
 
In conclusion, Mr. Pickens en-
ergy plan is a thorough and 
complete proposal for today’s 
energy crisis.  
It presents the problem, offers 
a solution, as well as creates 
more jobs for America. 
 

 

The next step is to ensure that 
our lawmakers put this plan 
into action.  
 
 This will protect and create 
new jobs for the American 
public.  We need to stop the 
loss of hundreds of billions of 
U.S. dollars being spent annu-
ally on foreign sources of en-
ergy to countries that have   
known ties to terrorism. 
 
Today, the ASCF continues to  
promote ‘‘Peace through 
Strength’’ through its various 
programs such as  ‘‘Crisis in the 
Americas’’ a documentary on 
the threat of Hugo Chavez to 

the Western Hemisphere.  
Programs like these can only 
succeed with contributions 
from people like you who sup-
port Peace, Freedom, and  
Liberty.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Dr. Henry A. Fischer 
 
 

 

The Pickens Plan—Natural Gas Conversion  

President’s Note 
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Since 1958 the American Secu-
rity Council Foundation has 
been at the forefront of National 
Security and Global Policy. 
 
In 1978 we wrote and passed 
the ‘‘Peace through Strength’’ 
Resolution which has been 
sighted as a theme of President 
Ronald Reagan. 
 
 Today, the ASCF continues to 
promote Peace and Freedom in 
the Western Hemisphere as well 
as Energy Independence.   
 
With Energy initiatives such as  
the Pickens plan it is no doubt  
that we are on the right track.   

T. Boone Pickens 
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About the ASCF: The American Security Council Foundation was established in 1958 and for over five 

decades this non-profit organization has successfully coordinated national and international outreach 

efforts.  The original mission of the American Security Council Foundation was to maintain and en-

hance America’s defense posture, to provide assistance to freedom movements around the world and 

to stop and roll back Soviet Communism.  This mission was achieved with enormous success. Policies 

advocated by the American Security Council Foundation were adopted in platforms of both the Re-

publican and Democratic parties.  Their previous effort to formulate, develop and adopt a compre-

hensive strategy was assisted by 171 national organizations, 257 Members of Congress, and 514 col-

leges and universities. The resulting ‘‘National Strategy for Peace through Strength’’ was embraced by 

prominent leaders of both political parties...   

need for military economic and 

diplomatic strength, and it 

advocated using non-military 

means to stop and roll back 

Soviet expansionism.  By sow-

ing seeds of solidarity in an 

active public diplomacy pro-

gram, the strategy strove to 

pressure the Soviets to aban-

don their goal of world con-

quest.  This bipartisan strategy 

worked. 

In 2001, the American Security 

Council Foundation worked in 

The fourteen principles and 

goals of this strategy eventually 

became the cornerstone of the 

defense and foreign policy of 

the United States.  This re-

sulted in the successful conven-

tional and strategic moderniza-

tion program of the 1980’s and 

it also led to America’s vigorous 

support for free markets and 

democracy movements around 

the world. 

The fundamental premise of 

this strategy was based on the 

cooperation with 94 U.S. law-

makers who contributed the 

development of a comprehen-

sive new international security 

and economic strategy for the 

21st Century.  The lawmakers 

emphasized that serious secu-

rity challenges remained, but 

the most imminent threat to 

the stability of the interna-

tional system was in economic 

arena. 
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